24.

Promoting excellence in language education

European Centre for Modern Languages of the Council of Europe

Expl ing the potential of action research in
l[anguage education: Opportunities and
challenges in local and global contexts

Tuesday 2!“ of May 2024 A
> CARN

)
Dr. Jane O TOO( e Collaborative Action Research Network

Jane O’Toole 2024



Jane O'Toole 2024

@ Why Action Research (AR)?

How does an action research methodology
support language education both in terms
of research and practice?

€) What are the opportunities and
challenges that arise in conducting
action research in the sphere of
language education?

How might | go about integrating
action research into my practice as

a language educator?

Questlons

Jane O'Toole 2024



€ Why Action Research?

Reflecting on our understandings of action research as an approach, a
methodology, a 'way of life'...... We consider one’s journey Zo action

research and with action research/ or as action researchers. We look to
define action research and consider some reasons why action research
can support educational practice more generally.

Jane O'Toole 2024



Jane O’Toole 2024
. Action Reseqye),
@» Why Action Research? .

- 9-28: 03420
Copyrighte 2003 SAGE Pu,lfl:;:;:: 03(200307)1.1)
— Thousand Oaks CA, New Deth
-ngp"’b"‘noﬂ‘l.(o_uk
Why indeed?!

EDITORIA,

Why action research?
M.?ry Brydon-Mifler
‘ Urm'crsfly of Cincinpayj, USA

Davydq Greenwood
Cornelf U'm'crsilr. USA

Let’s firstly consider: Paticia Moguir

Western N, !
ern New Mexico Universipy, UsA

and ")e"'beis of the EdltO-'lal boald of ACIJOH Resﬂﬂdl

Discovering action research:
1. Where did you make the discovery?

2. What (s action research?

Methodology and/or approach?
Some definitions and categorisations of AR

Jane O'Toole 2024
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Action research is difficult to define! (Clausen & Black, 2020)

A ‘family of practices’ (Reason & Bradbury, 2008, p.1)
A ‘broad church’ (McTaggart, 1994, p.3138)

Action research has the same root- from which different philosophical
stances emerge over time. (Clausen & Black, 2020)

Interpretive Action Critical Action
Research Research
(‘Contemporary’ AR)

Positivist approach
to Action Research
1920s-1950s
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é Why Action Research?

Bassey succinctly describes educational action
o John Elliot describes action research as “the e research “as an enquiry which is carvied out in

study of a social situation with a view to order to understand, to evaluate and then to

improving the quality of action within it”
(Elliot, 1991, p.69)

Action research is an investigation, where, as a
result of rigorous self-appraisal of current
practice, the researcher focuses on a ‘problem’
(or a topic or an issue which needs to be

change, in order to improve educational practice”

(Bassey, 1998, p. 93)

Action research is a term which refers to a practical
way of looking at your own work to check that it is as

explained) and on the basis of information you would like it to be...... it is often referred to as
(about the up-to-date state of the art, about practitioner based research;........ it can also be called a
the people who will be involved and about the form of self-reflective practice.

context), plans, implements, then evaluates an The idea of self-reflection is _central....... Action

action then diraws conelusions on the basis of the
(Macintyre, 2000, p.1)

research is an enquiry conducted by the self into the

self.
(McNiff, 2002, p.3)

indings.

Toole 2024
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é Why Action Research?

Participatory Action Research (PAR) can be defined as “principles and
frameworks to enable teacher and/or school-based practitioner inquiry
to become more participatory, collaborative, and democratizing in ways

that meaningfully engage students, families, and other educators in -

, from problem identification to
making project results and implications public”
(Brydon-Miller & Maguire, 2009, p.82-83).

Action research provides a

means whereby research can
become a systematic
intervention, going beyond
describing, analysing and
theorizing social practices to
working in partnership with
participants to reconstruct and
transform those practices
(Somekh, 2005, p. 27).

Jane O’Toole 2024

An idea inherent in action
research is that researchers
work with people

(McNiff & Collins, 1994, p.10).




Jane O'Toole 2024

Action Research

Broadly Speaking-

e Addresses a
concern

* Systematic &
rigorous

* Responsive &
flexible

Self-study Action
Research

e Addresses a concern
about one’s practice

» Reflective and
reflexive self

* Informed by values
of the action
researcher

e Addresses a shared
concern

* Importance of the
community

* Informed by shared
values

* Participation
throughout the

Jane O'Toole 2024
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. Challenges and complements positivistic _only views of practice &
[anguage cducation. Provides another approach to (language) education
research which cowiolememts (and can actively draw upon) al

ternative
methodologies and forms of research w[\f{] %f?
o

.

. provides an approach to navigate the complexities of teaching and b"
learning, and of the lived experience of students and teachers at local
level; “the commonplaces created through action research practices
continue to be important places for a better understanding of the
complexities of educational expevience” (Sumard, 2020, p-Xii)
. Provides a framework and principles where all stakeholders in
cducation- students, parents, teachers, school management, school
community etc. can meaningfully participate and. contribute to
improving an area of concern

Values a bottom-up 4 proach. Empowers practitioners to engage With
literature/ practice 0 research/research partnerships.

Jane O'Toole 2024 P
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@ Why Acti M
ction Re vy concern was centred
seavch? interms of Irish {“V\guageazzzgj g?:_’z ‘;[F) Stuaa(lent engagement Wit\l'j\at?\e O'Toole 2024
, attitude and motivation to e lrish language -
wards the lan guage
guage and

attainment as experienced i
First official [anguageé in the education over aaumbiﬁiég:;\gspmd{ce as a primary teacher in an Engli
Republic of Ireland. (Also a | n English-medium
minority language, heritage language.
endangered [anguage)

. In lreland, 40% of the population
claim knowledge of the lrish
language (13 million people)

. Only approximate(y one third of
the population therein speaks
lrish daily (Central Statistics
Office, 2023), inclusive of the
cducation systemt

. The ever—decreasing figure of
71,468 of daily speakers of lrish
outside of the cducation systemt Figure 11 Corca Dhuibhne Gae -
(lbld> S an OV\QOfV\g causeé FOV ‘"m:"e'a"d’“apbyDanCole.es:?:‘r:;:z:::z;iezﬁ;nd DA SR GRS
ncevn. (Smith-Christmas & Ruiséal, 2024, p.28)

Jane O’Toocfg 2024
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The capacity of primary schools to reproduce a basic

competence in lrish in each new generation has always
been a crucial strategic component of the larger
anguage revival effort. (Harris, 2008, p.181)

t of and the
' wth and developmen 3
. D@,Sﬁl—tiix\%oersion cducation (IME), 3\\: }‘Erylxsg[isl/\—
(levsx uage continues to struggle v
wxegliuwx school sector

. e
EME accounts for a2% of schools nationw!

' st
ttainment in the lrish lavxguag‘e aovgxrosmﬁas
g lish-medium primary schoo gm s he
Enfviessed a steady decline s;?ce the e
ar und
_of-school use opportve i
all:\\:“zl;\}v?; ’ighﬁvxd and to facilitate (Harvs,
c

7

2008; O Duibhir and Harris, 202.3)

L2 learners of Irish make up the vast

majority of those who claim competence,

artardiere et al., 2022, p.4)
Jane O'Toole 2024

* Inspectorate Re ‘- A Thnle 2024
ort (202
expressed comcep (2022)

: rm in relation to lri

l'tte;aghu/ag .amd /eamimg— reflected 1":[15&\
Inclusion as one o

messages Ffour ey

L ep :
Pupils’ learning outcomes,
motivation and éngagement in lyish

needs to be improved> (Inspectorate,

2022, p. 103)

" Scope to improve the '
e : ualit
/;?/;llsflfammg in appti]oxil:vxitoeiy
of lessons obse
2020) (ibid.). e

* Overarching necess;
: ity to foster m
Iemgagmg and enjoyable Iyish e
anguage learning experiences

. Fllz‘mdimgs'mirrored outcomes from
the previous two Inspectorate
veports (Inspectorate, 2018, 2013)
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. Curvent progno osis for lrish language in EME aligns with previous studies
(Havvis & Murtagh, 2999 Havvis et alo 2006: Havris, 2008; Hickey &

Stenson, 2016) An malth leat an Ghaeilge? An analysis of variatio
pupil att;tades to Irish in the gromng up in Ireland study

loe Condon Ge Da\(on ja € O"'M..rwll & Me\ame Ni Dh
2 published oniine: 22 F£. 20

ck for updates

article ht(ps://dm.org/‘l 0.1080/1 3670050.2016. 1142498 o

. Excess disengagement with lrish language
cowxpared to general school engagement t (Devitt et al., 2018)

itive attitudes to lrish In gevxeml do not translate into Irish
o use outside the classroom OF school (O Duibhir & Ni Thuairisg,

O Duibhir, P., & Harris, J.
(2023). The acqwsntaon and use
of Irish as a minority language
in J. Cenoz & D- Gorter (Eds.),

The minority language as a

second language: challenges and o s B et 57 s

6;601,;.'5\/60”;}@01/;? g OP MtBqudg‘iq NeW “gCitetr!isamde @ hitps://doi- or;gluck:man idm.oclc. org/101080/07‘:08318.2016.1230618 [ ‘

. —— —

). Celtic languages and sociolinguistics: @ very brief overview of

pertment issues

Jane O'Too
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Table 4.4. Methodology Criteria & Associated Considerations

Ethnography | Case Study

Coop.eratiu

3. compatible with
the role of
practitioner'teacher-
researcher i e.
‘msider’ research?

4. often feature a
declaration of
positionality of the

practihioner-
researcher at the

(O'Toole, 202.3)
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hy

why Action Research? W
ch and not X?

Action Resear

s m
he optiniu
for m

what wa

finding t
methodology
what methodologies
considered?

bout Language
d Action

wereé

what a
Education an
Researal/\???
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y study?

(O'Toole, 20233)
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How does an action research methodology
support language education both in terms of
research and practice?

Reflecting on and exploring literature which brings action research and

language education together. Looking at how action research can support

both (i) practice and (ii) research in language education. How can action

research be applied to the language education in Ireland - focus on Irish
teaching and learning in English-medium primary schools




135. How does an AR methodology support LE?

. Longstanding association between the applied linguistics and
quantitative approaches (Filipovié, 201.9)

on of participatory research approaches
hmadian & Takavoli, 2011)

2022).

. Instances of applicati
w in applied linguistics (A

are fe
inguistic context (Bodé et al.,

less so in the sociol

. Criticisms of PAR in this context (Brumfit & Mitchell, 29849
Jarvis, 2001)

anguage study: (Ahmadian & Takavoli,
negas, 2019) specific to

. In support of PAR in |
t al., 2019; NI Loinsigh,

2011; Bodé et al., 2022; Ba
minority language contexts: Ortega ¢

2015)

v e~~~ |

Jane
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. In language education, action research contrasts with
s of research and. inquiry given that it i
cyclical,

other form

«sontext —driven,
and transfo

co((abomtive,

pmctical,
s & consoli,

rmative’ (Banega

ccologicals

2020, p-+79)

the focus of AR in LE gevxemllg

(ibid.) :
development (Ban

. Broadly speaking.

o two domains
egas (2017)

yatt and

relates t
Q) learners ((avxguage)

fessional Jevelopment (W

(in) teachers pro
Dikilitag 2016)
her issues in LE explored through AR?

Ave there ot
202.3)

(Note Ushioda 2020;
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e ~ULA

&3
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C oes an AR methodology support LE?
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%02 How does an AR methodology support LE?

. Bridging AR & the Language Classroom

reductionist? Does wnot

. Applied linguistics -
of human

consider dynamical nature
behaviour and It interaction  With its
environment - seeks replicability

_theory perspective requires teachers

. Complex
A complex in their approach

to be dynamic an
on research as a
2 classrooms

CT helps in identifying acti
suitable research approach for L

. Fundamem‘:al [inks between AR & CT

Jan

[slzchllej for us to be able to solve SLC
[seco Veseaang;:age classroom] problems, we
need res rch traditions that are
J ponsive to the unpredictability and
dynamism of the behaviour undy
investigation” -
Ahmadian & Tavakoli, 2011, p.123)

Tay

onal Action Research % RG

Educati
2011, 121-136

vol. 19, No. 2, June

investigate

utility of action research to
stems

ssrooms as complex sy

an* and Mansoor Tavakoli
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R Through engaged

icl atl'on; the
avrti ‘!0 be

REYRWARTER WILEY transformative € octs 0 reSe,amk\ o pertise of
e lised by drawing on Ehe linguistic exPer™
Participation in sociolinguistic research all partici pants....-
1d Bods ot ‘nelude reflection %
;: i | Blanka Barabis? | Noémi Fazakas® I ParthlP athV'\ appfrof‘lcahcetsolrs in the researc
udit Gaspar* ® | Bernadett Jani-D ion? the OSithV\(V\g or a . g
Petteri Laihonen® © | Janl-Demetrio l P d a continuous V\eQOt'at'on between
Veronika Lajos® © | Gergely Szab6’ rocess, a7 t are
articipants on how to create >

.

ciolinguistic inquiry

Participatory research aims at >0
n

dl‘SSO{vl'y\g the un . .
equa ' of
between the reSearg/,\e,i Ze{?ltﬁ‘mshlp l(oéeaame VJon Al 1992; 19 a3) Calls for for
researched parties n e emancipatory and dewocratic research on,
(Bodé P as much as possible i non-linguists--
et al., 2022, p.5) and with n
Pangtllc(ly]\ooa\f/o(rz reseagh “involves joint proces Alternative to ew\poweVW\eV\tz /;\w'omt/f\?fwm
eage productio " 2016) Research, " L0
P n that leads to (Bucholtz et a a(erstoozl e activi by, in
‘hants work n

approach (S un :
' lars and local participan
which scholar A

new insights”
pav‘tnerslf\fp (Bodé et ab,

Bergold & Thomas, 2012, p.196
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é How does an AR methodology support LE?

ice
Considemtions for Practi

*Supports LE practice (locally)

*Supports community of practice

Supports collaboration amongst stakeholders

Supports connection for school- & HE-based
educators

Jane O'Toole 2024

Jane O'Toole 2024

* Supports language teachers and LT educators in
developing their practice at institution level

« “A form of teacher/practitioner research, a form of
professional development” (Banegas & Consoli, 2020)

Supports teachers in becoming reflective practitioners
and taking action (O'Sullivan et al., 2016)

Action research presents as an approach
with can be enacted collectively within an
community of practice relating to language
education/ revitalisation/ pedagogy

Can be utilised to explore an area of
concern/ achieve a collective objective

N.B. endangered language contexts (Flores
Farfan & Olko, 2021).
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é How does an AR methodology support LE?

ice
Considemtions for Practi

Supports LE practice (locally)

Supports community of practice

*Supports collaboration amongst stakeholders

. Supports connection for school- & HE-based
educators

Jane O'Toole 2024

* PAR actively supports collaboration, co-
decision making, co-design, collective
evaluation and planning amongst
stakeholders (O'Toole, 2023)

* Envisions potential of all participants as
active contributors to the project at hand
(Bodé et al., 2022)

In relation to school-university
partnerships, readily enables HE -based
educators sustained access and experience of
the language classroom over the term of a
project as opposed to a more short-term
endeavour- lesson observation etc.

Can inform the practice and research of
HE -based teacher educators (Gallagher-
Brett & Lechner, 2023; Banegas & Consoli,
2020))
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é How does an AR methodology support LE?

derations for Research

What is the context of the LE concern? Cons!

What does the research say?
Enables a pathway to explore research emanating
from school/local context. Can generate awareness Supports (team) exploration of LE research
of LE research which can have practical outcomes li ’
for practitioners and learners itevature

Exploring LE issue can build a culture of inquir : -
Ps upp Og rted by research. AR wmay be meZ de dg Supports the creat:o.n of t.zctu?nable knowledge
/succeeded by Reading Group/ and dissemination

CoP

AR (in LE) generates actionable

knowledge (Coghlan, 2007) which informs Bridges divide of ‘research-practice’/
next action cycle/ teaching and learning/ . . W

school context. (Transferability vs. replicability) Rracticespeceat

EFL Language assessment literacy in lran (Babaii &
Asadnia, 201.9)

Dissemination: Forums informed by
all participants in order to connect
with all members of lang

communit
Jane O'Toole 2024 9



Jane O'Toole 2024
v Reseawl"

02 How does an AR methodology support LE? E Considerations fo

(collaborative)
critical engagement with

LE p olicy (national , Supports the creation of actionable knowledge and
policy/strategy/ curricula) dissemination

informed by reflection-in-
\ Supports critical engagement with LE policy

iev i fire in Ireland: can : \ e : RN
Language policy In the cross republic of Y : e . — .
Languages Connect deliver in the REP O - Bridges divide of ‘research-practice’/
Ireland? ave your-say . : ,
: practice-research’ gap :

Supports (team) exploration of LE research,
[iterature

Ursula Lanvers

inthe
: Language policy in U
Lanvers (202:) hﬁc %| \reland?, Irish Ed

| i

crossfire in Ireland:
i i 0l
i dpdraten he Repul ucational Studies, D
=y ‘nect deliver in the Rel
can oe

110.1:-10::?:'.5 article: M
School-community-university partnerships exploring LE
practices inform both research and practice.

DEducational Action Research journal is “concerned with
exploring the dialogue between research and practice in
educational settings” (EAR Editiorial Board, 2024)

Jane O'Toole 2024
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School Context

School-based study

Class fourth class '

pupils (n=20) and thei
p’/c\{ffemts (n=20) 10 boys & 10 girls 61;’
children  spoke English  as |
second/additional language. ’

English-medium '
Dublin. primary

'treaclaewresearcher: dual role of class
eacher & researcher

school In

Over half of the parents involved in the

project were learning the Ivi
for the first time. g the lrish language

Jane O'Toole 2024

. SCT recognises t

Jane O'Toole 2024

Conceptual Framework & Language Pedagogy

Sociocultural theory-informed conceptual framework
he interdependence of social and
individual processes in the co-construction of knowledge.

(Lantolf, 2002; John-Steiner& Mahn 14996)

scT-informed (second) language theory contends that

l[anguage development and language learning are
mediated, relational, and social processes (Lantolf 2002)

sition is situated in people

Relatedly language acqul
as opposed to concentrating

engaged. in the activity,
primarily on processes

Learners are foregrounded in the learning process in

‘real -world’ settings




Action Cycle 1

= Discussion with parents & children

Reconnaissance
HOW dOéS al'\ AR W\etl'\OdOIOQQ SMPPOV“{: LE? Cycle . re project design proposal informed by \

Reconnaissance cycle finding
+ Implementation of Young Researcher Ac

* Review of

reconnaissance data « Peer Tutoring implementation (mid-Sept)

. . * Preparation of presentation - 3 s :
SCT" “’\-FO V‘W\ed Pedagoglca{ APP V‘O&ld’\es for children & parents to Tg;z:zs‘:aﬁ::l(?;%jz?%—;:%.Z;f;;;lng
. inform discussion re : g ;
«  Peer Tutoring (Term 1) project designproposats ) e e apychon CYele 1 for both

. \/ * Two-Week Review & Reflection Period:
+ Student Parent Tuto ring (Term 2 & 3) . Ehilldiness socvey Havem SOET ovaasaos
ech engagement & s
* AC2 Design & Preparations informed

by feedback and teacher-reseagcher
reﬂc(:c_’n_/

Project
Commencement

« Technology Mediated Language Learning
(Term 1 & 2) [

Move in new
directions l\ ’ ( Action Cycle 2 )
observe ¢
* Student-Parent Tutoring
implementation: weekly programme over
Ped . 1 an 8-week term Feb-March
o~ /»:.:: /“7-27 il €edagogica + Final design and review of ITAM resources
\ Desion + Continuation of Class Online Blog
Cla‘-« ch— - ACJ) eflect Pl g g & * Pivoting of Twitter to primarily class
) K ) K ) anning co-writing tool
- S M - Inlp]ementa tion * One-week Review Period: Children’s &

Parents’ surveys, SPT lesson evaluations,
CRAGs & PRAGs, Twitter data re AC2
] = AC3 Proposal & Design

Action Cycle 1

-
Project Finish &
Review

- o : e

1 e
. W\(AV\ltl@S w Student-Parent Tutoring Cycle 2

(’ W('t’/\ d(FF@V'eV\t COVV\ en to im‘;)l:;en:‘ateion: FA;:i:iIay;;-weck term,

In d@a “Ag onQ Hexib(e) aV\d OP d weekly lunchtime out-of-class meetings

3 t be S@V\SIt(Ve) t' n OF V'@(ate = Preparations for Student Voice Conference
epiveD 87 W\MS X V\-d deep V'eevalua (0 ,tauzatl'oy\ Presentation (June) 3 weeks x 2 after-school meetings

(o) . _ o < =

,usTthAg;:\( dlSCMSS(OV\ 'a ov-dey‘ 0 stth aV\H revi cndsotfi‘l::el;tc:} ?;:;‘f;co:rference Participation at

= Final data collection & review organised
in new school year as a result

JULIA SA attl'tudes n
Jane O'Toole 2024

& Sallabank, 2021)



@ What are the opportunities and challenges
that arise in conducting action research in the
sphere of language education?

Reflecting on firstly potential challenges in action research. Then
reframing these as opportunities. Exploring further opportunities when
utilising action research in language education.

Jane O'Toole 2024
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@ Challenges and opportunities for AR in LE

" Professional

& personal

vulnerability

Jane O'Toole 2024
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» Frameworks, primciple}
values. Seeking rigor and
validity. To what extent can
the teacher-researcher/
action researcher exercise

flexibility and responsiveness
while maintaining a

ﬁ Challenges and opportunities for AR in LE

(

> Vulnerability as a

practitioner/ researcher/
practitioner-researcher/
language educator- new

role/ status- insider vs. systematic and rigorous
outsider research approach?
» What if exploring your concern in > To what extent can an action
LE reveals practice could be improved researcher facilitate , ,
within an organisation? Outcome of participant/stakeholder involvement in
project and implications for teaching the project to encourage ownership while
and learning not overburdening participants to the
point that project participation is

. . . . p
» Victory narratives vs. tales of woe vs. Strained/ excessive:

‘warts and all’ - implications? Sanitised > How can a project timeline be
reporting vs. accounts of messiness in AR. honoured to enable constructive

. outcomes for language learning practice,
>When“\?{§ ““ﬁeﬁa&e. action stia"zl?’ and for research & dissemination? Note:
we are literally putting our pevsona’ accreditation/ grant report deadlines
and professional identities on the line ot

(Sumara, 2020, p. Xiv)

Jane O'Toole 2024
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» Navigating the
associated practice
and values of chosen
AR approach- once -
off ethical approval by

é Challenges and opportunities for AR in LE

AR as part
of (language) \ ™ Choice or by stipu(@\

ducati Choice within project? accreditation body vs.
LA Grounding in AR Continued negotiation
accreditation methodology? and check-in with
Parameters to ensure project participants
agency? _ ) )

» What are the guiding ethical principlesy
> Research ethics- Does process support frameworks when undertaking a (P)AR
AR as a methodology? research project in LE practice
(Note: Discussion at Spring NEARI Meet independently/ funded project?

March 2024
http://www.eari.ie/2024/04/11/notes- » Challenges in initiating a (P)AR project
from-nearimeet -ath-march-2024/ in a new setting- gatekeepers etc.
with Professor Sarah Banks @BERA
www.bera.ac.uk
> Is the action research project a new genical or g
undertaking/ established practice at Research www.childethics.com

host institution? Does recommended

ethical practice align with school
{Feguarding practice and policy? /

Jane O'Toole 2024
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@ Challenges and opportunities for AR in LE

" Professional

& personal

vulnerability
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jes Challenges and opportunities for AR in LE

o Opportunity for individual language educator reflection and action

Supports individual educators in exploring LE practice. Enables individual agency
which may lead to gradual departmental/ subject-specific/ local small-scale
professional collaboration

Supports professional LE development

Provides an avenue for reflective & reflexive practice, leading to informed action in
velation to LE pedagogy and practice.

“One’s thinking, one’s practice, and, indeed, one’s sense of self can move into a
place of greater clarity and precision — ironically emerging from the often unruly
and unpredictable processes of action research practices” (Sumara, 2020, p. Xv)

Encourages and complements Institution-level collaborations and participatory practices
Can be a chosen project approach for an LE community of practice (CoP)/ could lead to a CoP;
can support, complement and encourage other forms of participatory practice within an LE setting

(Participatory Action Research; Emancipatory Action Research; Cooperative Inquiry; Student Voice;
Pedagogy Empowerment ; Dialogue Conference; Communicative Spaces; Research Circles)

Jane O'Toole 2024
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Say Yes to Languages bolsters enthusiasm
for teaching modern
within the curriculum

Languages Connecl are delighted Lo bring you the eighth article ina series focusing on
schools and teachers who have taken part in Say Yesto Languages (5YTL), whichis rolling

out for a third year

Chibndin Senior ‘National School, Dublin
outline how the madule has supported
teacher agency with the creation of
anichool Community of Practice
{CoP), shining a light on teachers’ skills
srvd providing rich opportunities for
integration of modem foreign language
education across the curriculum.

A whole-school approach to
languages

Our school, Scoil Chronéin, is proudly
locatedin the vibrant and historic
community of Swords in Dublin. A
progressive co educational seniof
primary of 554 pupils and almost 50
saalf, we currently have six stream
from third to sixth class in addition o
theee integrated classes that empower
pupdsw‘vﬂ\.:ddumnalmeds Hometo
long standing
choir, GTFM and sport, Scod Chrinin

enable greatet collaboration and support
within aur school team. Our engagement
vo far has visibly generated awareness
Muwlsd\dlmlmdmoﬂh
meiar\guaqmauwv.b-nom-u.mqe of
Languages spaken by out pupit

Class enthusiasm, active kaming.
celebeation of songs, building
language awareness and integration of
communicative language into school life
are but a few common threads across our
developing practice and pupil experience.
Teachers have negotiated the teaching
time creatively and differently which
s reflxctive of teacher agency and of
the rich apportunities fot Integration of
MIL scrons the curriculum. Partiipating
teachers have also identified how the

vject can elevate the status and role of
the Irish language. as it has been seen
that the use ot Irish as the lanquage
of instiuiction can bring more e and
purpose 1o Irish langusge: engagement
incloss.

foreign languages

Pupils’ voices

Both participating pupis and their
paronts have also indicatcd the positive
impact of SYTL on pupils' language
engagement. The development of
hlwuoeemuenessasmnmnmd
class pupils s intecesting to sae how
the order of the words.can be the same

]

e,

wnmpknmmdbymudsailm continent of the world

has st more rocently deepened its

« with ltcracy and language
a1 whole-school level theough an
nu)ann‘x)'a-u(ﬂ\ﬂpimh initiated
by twachers. We were thrilled to be part
of SYIL for 2023 whereby a community
o nine participating teachers has grown
1012 since September 2073, with French.
Spanish, Ialian, Japancse and Sign

Language being taught scross class lovels

from third o sixth, We are delighted to
have established an evolving Modern

Foreign Languages {MFL) CoP amang ouf

ctaft i our first yoar.

Enthusiasm for SYTL
Our school is fortunate (0 have mafy
veachers who are proficient in 3 modern
. Scoll Chrondin SNS alsohas
a longstanding connection with MFL
i, both in terms of previous

eerotvemant with the Moderm Languages.

i Primaty Schools Initiative (MLPSI)
‘and throtigh in-house designing and

teaching language sessions forsith class

g intheirfinal term. The encrgy and
success of the sbth dass module, which

Jane O'Toole 2024

was. jant impretus to become

1o Tescher collaboration i talian as it is a3 Gasilge”; the value of
Iangusge leaming for communication in
venl e by a filth class pups Now when
lm(ollmrlw‘ll\cdkm\a’w
phiases ke Comment w oppelies”
.,nd(nv.:hmdduwuc\amnddm
uitural value of leaming a language. My
favourite part was when the Japanese

As we progress through the spring term,
o fa five classes have began the sampler
modulein Septembet 2073 {third and
fifth dasses) and two classes have fully

a school delegation presented at the
LAl Conforence in November 7073 about
our SYIL participation and evolving ML
practice.

celobrate and explore the tichlinguistic
repertoiros of out school communiy.
which include languages from every

Building on momentum

Ambassador lmwandloklusnlxw! While we are oy the MFL
Japeant, denified by another ifth dass capscity and enthusiasm school. we
pupil. Parents have ac “ore ol desply cognisantof the range

of challenges in introducing MFL
a8 a cummiculum subject. Qur seniof
et

bow their pupils have shared their SYTL
Jeaming at home, which has

Jane O'Toole 2024

Next steps for MFL
Community of Practice?

upmm:mglhewnpm
French, Spanih, italian, Japanase and
Signl anquage #3034 unlolds

DOYLE

* AR can support a
pedagogical focus

language
enriched our schook home partnerships.

MFL CoP. The Embassy of Japan inlreland
has also been extremely supportive
both in terms.of hosting acultural event,

manage i e Lang
‘Taking part in SYTI has alsa enabled agency and engages with Commect the personal, sodal.
our school o hipswith  emerging challenges. This balance of professisnal and ecamomic benelity of forcign
many supporting erganisations. Our Support space for ourstaff 0 Ianguage skill to prindpals
plﬂMnhtpw‘ﬂ\an)umgﬁColml engage with MFL adids further vitality 00 and students. Funded by
has added insight into establishing our our language journey. Arich and fulfiling n.,-mmumn-admmnml, °

Reflection in
moderation!

ydmrmnwmqnuwhmlwahnvml plurilingual
from the Japaneie Ambassador, Me abilities, and more broadly, the language
Norio Maruyama in 2073 In addition, Ieatning sgency of ou 4
\hnuhw‘lsnowanmnbelohh mnmﬂnued We would
Lmem:yuwcmnd wreland (LAR, and h.gﬂvmcomnmdxhodswgu

o (@) wawara o

o (@) wawara s

https:/ into.i !
ps://www.into.ie/media-centre/publications/intouch/

Languag
=/ Connect
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Cl«allenges and opportunities for AR in LE

Provides democratising and relationship-equalising potential in fostering
school—home—communitg collaborations

(edge: knowledge that s

Actionable knowhe ? ademic and practitioner

Provides a framework to further explore school- ¢
useful to both

university LE partnerships .
: . . communitie

Supports collaboration between higher education and other LE (Cou ghlan, p29%

institutions within a community of learning (Banegas & Consoli,

2020)

2007)

Demonstrates potential to support language revitalization/ EL settings
Further research of AR approaches in LR/ LE settings recommended.
Complements curvent qualitative approaches such as ethnography/
participatory practices. Scope for development in the future

Jane O'Toole 2024
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ﬁ How do | integrate AR into my practice?




Glenn, M., Sullivan, B., Roche,

04 How do [ integrate AR into my practice?
i M., & C. McDonagh. (202.3).

- Action Research for the

Classroom. Oxford: Routledge.

. ion
ational actio tice . :
are for educ . ur practl %L ACTIO
prepare Cin velation to your P ' VRESEARCL
ELASSROO

How to X
ojects
research PthJon research-vea Y

. ¢
Getting ‘ac
. . Initial tasks
1- !V\-ltla( TaSkS ::;Nuum”"'“mmrmﬂ”, Tas No Under way
v er a
2- R@F{ectl OV\- TaSkS g:"k’” 2 heightened sense of awarenes, —

ome professional req ding s o o —

Develop some critica friends o : —_—

Reflection tasis o o

Wha

Wk‘! ';v':;l;Omnz for you in your school Yes No Under way

Wha
i y; :ll"l.‘laﬁk::u You hold? Why¢ connections
; ween your values and your

Stop, pause and reflect on
your work as a teacher
work
Can you see contradictions, o o

Inconsistencies o v
) Or ‘mess' in your

3. Writing Tasks

ertlng Tasks
o wri — Yi
Begin to write 5 reflective journal o No Under way

Wril A
hv:; :::: S)fﬂﬂpSl! of your current
i Cational article ang explain wh
o POrtant to you, (As draft writi 4
erature review for 4 report) s

See if you can wri
are. "rite down what your valueg

Professional Reading
_ What might draw you to action ity

Develop awareness

Invite some people to

become critical friends
(Glenn et al., 2023, pp. 8-12)



é How do | integrate AR into my practice?

Action Research Frameworks & Cycles-

find one that aligns with your (shared)

objectives/ values/ way of working
observe

(research/
data coliection) \

McNiff & Whitehead, 2011, p.q)

(O'Leary, 2004, p.171)




@ How do | integrate AR into my practice?

What is my concern?

Why am [ concerned?

What do | think | can do about it?

What kind of evidence could | collect to help make some
Jjudgement about what is happening?

How will I collect such evidence?

How would | check that my judgement about what has

happened is reasonably fair and accurate?
Whitehead (19a3) in (McNiff & Collins, 1994, p.11)

What is my concern?

Why am | concerned?

How do | show the situation as it is and as it develops?
What can | do about it? What will | do about it?

How do | test the validity of my claims to knowledge?

How do | check that any conclusions | come to are reasonably fair and accurate?

How do | modify my ideas and practice in light of the evaluation?

(McNiff & Whitehead, 2011, p.q)

When undertaking AR, write
regularly if possible utilising

chosen framework as point of
departure

Be circumspect with time in
relation to the ‘doing’ and the
‘writing’ of the project-
honour the practical,
pedagogical, reflective and
academic responsibilities

Priovitise reqular writing which
will capture the essence of
your AR lived experience, as
well as support dissemination
at a later date
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~ Research Philosophical Roots & Methodology

@ Ho '
w do | integrate AR into my practice?

#Reflect upon articulate (and

write about) your positiovxahtg—
Your role in (language education),
rofessional context, expevience,

s ducational setting, researc
context, values.

#Situate potential action research

within the broader realm 0
(educational) research? Wheve does

L fit/ align in the broader scheme

of things. Come up with a visual
that assists your own understanding

of your theoretical grounding

(O'Toole, 2023a)
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@& TRAAL

Cumann na ﬂnn_ynl;ior[u Feidhmi
Irish Association for Applied Linguistics

National AR Networks/ ™
Education/

= ;
OO E S A | Educatim?al StqdiesA;socia;ion of Ireland
La ngu age/A P Assoc‘at‘ ons Cumann Léann Oideachais na hEireann
LITERACY .
> CARN

ASSOCIATION [
Collaborative Action Research Network

OF IRELAND ‘_7
International

Networks

Local AR Networks
LE CoPs

EURGYY \

f-2-f < online * hybrid «
asynchronous networks

Share your emerging AR practice/
ideas/ challenges at local/ national
AR events and meetings- AR is a

work in practice

Critically engage with the work of
fellow language educators

In addition to AR circles, present
your research to language and AP
(community) events / conferences

Investigate support for LE research
endeavours at your institution

time - not just funding!; institution
membership

Explore AR funding opportunities
in your sector- be proactive
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' ( : A I E N rative Action Jeins s CARN on X :

etwork
Collaborative Action Research Network
; @CARN_Int|

CARN Website Larest Frowm
www.carn.org.uk

CARN Conference 2024 CARN Study Day: Edinburgh Un sity ARNA Conference & International CARN

_ SOartarEmeiaiding & GQCARN Intl

Just ask!

Collaborative Action Research Network

 CARNPrasis Enquiries to CARN

y : S secretary
CARN Praxis Website s Wilby
It\ttp . / / carmn p raxis.o rg Welcome to CARN Praxis

.
A new conce ptmpubl shing, designed as a colla] b ative lV\.FO@CarV\-OVq.Mk
and supportive space for newcomers t h e thei: =

accounts fund t king Action Research
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Daify Age"das

B T, I!.__
S e ey
Sc‘hﬂ‘d ¢Am:vuonu...c“ .' [ e

27th Apey

CARN Spring Conference 2024

@CARNonline24 AT ﬁ ot Moy, &
e ] L
Welcome to the agenda page for the CARN online conference 2024. Access all the information (inclu T"em'ay 304 - 8 items
il

individual collections below. If you're on socials please remember to use the hashtag 4. Wednesd, 1
2024 Y Ist May

CARN 2024 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

ARN conf

e them “Action Research for Citizen Health, Social

Sustainbility and Education. " \ information will follow soon

Conference Website

24th Oct-26th Oct 2024

Malmé University, Sweden

CARN Website WWW.carn.orqg.uk

e will be held at the Malmd University in Maimo,

ALMO
uuwmsn ET

< 24th-26th of

October 2024

Malmaé University,
Sweden
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NEARI Website
A _Www.eari.je

IRELAND

i | Action
twork for Educationa
lI\ngfs.earc\'l in Ireland (NEARI)

=N
NEARIMeets

NEARIMeets page

NEARI on X :
@info_NEARI

i rope
European Centre for Modern Languages of the Council of Europ

www.ecml.at

Three NEARI Meets per year
(next- Autumn 2024)

Action Research Community
Guest speakers/lectures & discussions

Critical engagement

Round Robins

ESAI SIG
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Foundation for Endangered Languages

> ?eek oppovrtunities internationally for local > Proposes @ participatory action research

implementation . (PAR) approach

» Empowering parents t0 (re-)engageé with the 5 Facilitated explovation of Irish language
learning opportunities and. sevvices for
learners Within the local area of North County
Dublin with parents.

. i 4 5 Invitation to parents to reflect on their | rish

> Foundation for En angeved Languages language engagewnent 0 Jate (June 2024)

R“.W?’“ Grant » This informs a ceries of four Irish language
5 This Irish language engagement research study — workshops (Septewxber—October 2024)

seeks to revitalise parents engagement With Debrief and planning cession (November

the lrish language within the local community — 2024) wil reflect on pavticipant feedback and

in ovder to potentially suppore and envich () veview, exploration of project outcomes, an

thetr oWt = a"‘,d by extenston = (i) thew how the parent community oflearners may

child’s/children’s irich language journey: - tend to progress their lrish language
engagement within the local community in
the new year (2025

Irish languageé: Adult community lrish
language engagement t0 support children’s
lrish language [earning journeys

> June-December 2024
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Mile buiochas!

ResearchGate:
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jane-Otoole-3

E-mail: otooleja@tcd.ie O (e

X: @JaneO_Toole ¢

Teaching and learning Irish at English-medium
primary school level: ldentifying creative and
democratic approaches to respond to existing

challenges and evolving imperatives (O’'Toole, 2023)

Jane O’'Toole %
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